EAST HUNSBURY
PRIMARY SCHOOL

Newsletter
16th January 2026

MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER

Dear Families

It’s been a slightly quieter week as we all get back
into the swing of things after the Christmas break
and settle into the new year. We hope your family is
feeling refreshed and ready for the exciting learning
ahead!

‘Going the Distance for our children’

| feel incredibly fortunate to lead such a dedicated
team who care so deeply about giving our children
the very best start in life. Miss Mclintyre, Mrs
Wardell, Mr Horsler and Mr Guilder will be taking on
the challenge of the Pitsford Half Marathon to raise
vital funds for new Early Years outdoor resources,
helping us continue to enhance our provision and
create inspiring spaces for learning and play. Please
show your support for our amazing runners by
donating and cheering them on! Every contribution
makes a difference. You can donate here.

Medication Policy Update

In line with Trust policy and following on from the
information sent last week, staff are unable to
administer non-prescription medication (e.g.,
Calpol, Nurofen, hayfever treatments, cough syrup)
during the school day, except in exceptional
circumstances at the Headteacher’s discretion.

If medication can be taken before and after school,
this will be expected. Parents may come in at
lunchtime to administer prescribed medication if
needed.

This policy is in place to ensure the safety and
wellbeing of all children. If your child requires
medication during the day, it must be brought to

the school office and the necessary forms
completed.

For any questions about this, please speak
to the Office, Mrs Boswell, Mrs Halsall or
myself.

OPAL - Our New Playtime Initiative

Before Christmas, we shared the exciting
news that we have started a new playtime
initiative called OPAL (Outdoor Play and
Learning).

What is OPAL?

OPAL is a nationally recognised programme
that transforms playtimes into rich,
creative, and active experiences for
children. It encourages imaginative play,
teamwork, and problem-solving, while
promoting physical activity and wellbeing.

Why OPAL?

Play is a vital part of childhood and
learning. Through OPAL, children develop
social skills, resilience, and creativity—all
while having fun!

What’s next?

We will be working with OPAL over the next
18 months to embed this approach fully.
Our commitment is to make sure every part
of your child’s school experience is positive
— not just in the classroom, but throughout
the day.


https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/pitsford

Can you help?

To make OPAL a success, we need resources for creative play. If you have any items you can
donate—such as:

* scaffolding planks, .
e large sturdy crates, ',.‘:,:,’

¢ plastic pipes, ====

* guttering, ‘\l\l‘l‘

* pallets, AR\

e oralargetyre

we would be so grateful! Anything you think would be fun for building and imaginative play is
welcome. Please leave donations in the Year 4 courtyard between 8:30am - 8:45am and 3:30-
3:45pm.

Mrs Fenton is leading on this project so if you do have any questions, please do not hesitate to
contact her.

"Play is the highest form of research.” — Albert Einstein

Reading and KiRFs

Reading and number fluency are the foundations of learning. Please make it a regular habit at
home to:

e Read lots — Our 100 Reads Initiative is a fantastic way to encourage children to explore a wide
range of books. Please read their phonics or banded book at home as much as you can!

e Practice KiRFs — These are Key Instant Recall Facts in maths, sent home each term.
They help children build quick recall of essential number facts, which is crucial for
confidence and success in maths.

e Talk together — Conversations about stories, ideas, how the day has gone and

numbers make a big difference!

These simple habits — reading, practising number facts, and talking are powerful ”F
tools for learning. L

N _—
"Reading is to the mind what exercise is to the body." — Joseph Addison @

Looking Ahead
We’re excited for what’s to come in Week 3 of Spring 1!

Keep an eye out for the first signs of spring - snowdrops will soon
be appearing around the community — keep your eyes out for
them. As always, our doors are open if you need to talk. We’re here
to support children and families in any way we can.

Have a lovely weekend and we look forward to seeing you on
Monday!

I Dennilon




The Hive News - GREEN CLASS

Green Class have had a fantastic start to the New Year and new term. We have started our new
'Talk for Writing' book called "Tidy" about a badger who tidies too much of the forest. To help
with our understanding, we have had a week of litter picking, sorting litter into rubbish and
recycling, and discussing whether fallen leaves and sticks are rubbish. We even found a couple
of fireworks sticks when we were litter picking!

In Maths, we have started to look at data collecting. We have been on a data hunt around the
school and completed a table - comparing the number of coloured chairs in the staff room as
well as counting how many doors are between our friends in Year 2 and our classroom. We
found 35 doors!

We continued on from the school assembly, and created New Year's Resolutions to help us with
our learning. We had some great ideas and are already following it.




THE

DANGERS
FROZEN

WATER

TOP TIPS TO STAY SAFE

NEVER GO ON THE ICE
UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES

This includes attempting to rescue anather person or
animal who may have fallen throuwgh the ice.
DONLY USE WELL LIT AREAS

Try to take walks in the daylight but if you must walk
in the evening, only wuse well Lit areas and avoid
anywhere with water.

HEEP AWAY FROM THE EDGE OF THE WATER

Mever go close to the edge or lean aver to touch the
i lance or trip and fall in.

H ADULT

eone does fall
rs around to raise
arm.and get help

Every year children are at risk when they are
ternpted to play on the ice formed on open
waters and adults find themselves at risk as they
attempt to save them. Over 50 % of ice related
drowning involved an attempted rescue of

another person or a dog.

Areas with frozen waters can be beautiful to
look at but they are also extremely dangerous.
Here are some useful tips to help you enjoy
these areas safely,

WHAT TD DD IF YOU FALL
THROUGH THE ICE

Keep calm and shout 'help’

Sproad your arms across the
surface of the ice in front

of you

Try o kick your legs and pull
yourself out of the water and
on o the ice

spreading your weight
5 the surface and pull

Warning |
Thin ice

nd if easier to nol

Aimbiout, wait for

press yOUr arme by your side, and keep
YOUF legs logether

Orioe you ane safe, it 3 important
1hat you go o hospital immediatety

Northants Fire & Rescue Service are
being made aware of several
incidents of people going onto frozen
bodies of water - mainly young
people - and have asked us to share
this information with you.

Click here for more

information

WE LOVE ABINGTONP.. -+ X

| did say to the lads standing on the lake
that it wasn't a good idea in case the ice
cracked. First time have ever seen anyone
standing on the ice!!! | don't know if it
makes it any better that the lake is not
very deep.

for a check up

WHAT TO DD IF YOU SEE SOMEONE FALL THROUGH THE ICE
Shout for *“HELP?* and dial 999 or 112 if you can

DD NOT walk on to the ice to attempt a rescue

Shout to the person to *MEEP STILL® and offer reassurance.

If they are close enough, LIE DOWN TO AVDID OVERBALAMNCING and falling onto
the ice, and try to reach them with a tree branch clething tied together
or anything else which can extend your reach.

If you cannot reach them, SLIDE SOMETHING which floats across the ice,
such as a plastic bottle or a football , so that they can hold on to it to stay
afloat whilst help is on the way.

It they are too far away, WAIT FOR THE EMERGENCY SERVICES

and reassure the casualty from the safety of the bank. w1, =

DO NOT PARK

Due to a number of instances where parents are parking in the car park at the doctor’s surgery on Rowtree Road,

they are implementing remote monitoring in the car park. If you park in the car park and are not using the surgery
for an appointment YOU WILL BE FINED!!!!!

dS 79

Qe £2 e o]

I have pond at home its still thin
only about an inch, not enough to
support kids that size, are people
that forgetful, just a couple years
back kids having "fun” at ringstead
drowned falling though thin ice
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Northamptonshire
Children's Trust

This newsletter focuses on all the amazing events, clubs and groups that families, children and
young people can access across the county that are free or affordable to attend.

CLICK HERE FOR WEST NORTHAMPTONSHIRE'S NEWSLETTER



https://www.rlss.org.uk/water-safety-near-frozen-water
https://www.rlss.org.uk/water-safety-near-frozen-water
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/XjtmGhfsKgBFTcOa?ref=email

WHAT HAVE OUR FUTURE LEADERS BEEN DOING?

PARLIAMENTARIANS

This term the Parliamentarians have been busy asking questions to their classes to find out more
about what they think the school does well and what could be improved. They also helped the
Senior Leadership team know what we can do to ensure that everyone feels safe in school. Some
of the Parliamentarians represented our school at New Intake Evenings and other important
events.

Some of the Parliamentarians have been working with Ms Pennington on the new website and
writing sections of it — we are excited to share with you the final version.

We are all excited about the Spring term and some special projects that we have coming up that
the Parliamentarians will lead.

KINDNESS AMBASSADORS

This term, the Kindness Ambassadors and Kindness Club will be meeting regularly to drive new
kindness initiatives for the New Year. Including starting a "Rack of Kindness" for winter clothing,
more information to follow, running a lunchtime Kindness Club and starting a Kindness library,
more information to follow. Lots of exciting new projects for us and we will keep you informed
about them via Dojo and the Newsletter. Keep your eyes peeled for more information.

DIGITAL LEADERS

Last term, Digital Leaders explored different types of coding games that could be made ready for
a club they are to run in Spring 1 for Years 3 and 4. They started by testing games out and
analysing the code. Once they had decided on the game, they experimented with the code
themselves and created rules to help others complete a similar code. In the last session of the
term, we practised delivering the club to each other to make sure we were ready to lead the
younger children.
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ECO LEADERS

Last half term, our Eco Leaders rolled up their sleeves and planted fruit trees on the school
grounds, along with beautiful deciduous redwoods in Penvale Park. The children were full of
enthusiasm and had a fantastic time - we can’t wait to watch these trees grow and thrive!

This half term, our focus will shift to litter picking around the school, helping to keep our
environment clean and green.

MATHS AMBASSADORS

During the Autumn term, the Maths Ambassadors set up and ran our first school shop of the
academic year. They had to work together to research potential products to sell, work out the
costs involved in both buying and selling and develop their understanding of how to make a profit.

This term, they will be supporting Mrs Heavens to speak to children across the school about their
maths learning and gather pupils' thoughts on Maths at East Hunsbury. They will also be running
the second school shop of the year and beginning to think about activities that we could run
during a whole school Maths day.

READING AMBASSADORS

Last term, our reading ambassadors created daily
Christmas book displays in the library. They were also
kept very busy reading the latest selection of books for
the Children's Book Awards. Some determined
ambassadors even took two and three novels home over
the Christmas Holiday!

This month is the last time our ambassadors have for
reading, judging and rating the books. It then gets opened
up across the country for shortlists - so our children have
been really lucky to get hold of all of these books ahead
of everyone else!

We will also look at what we would like to include in the
next Reading Newsletter. Hopefully you saw the last one!
This year is The National Year Of Reading so the Reading
Ambassadors will be coming up with ideas for how we can
help encourage reading for pleasure here at EHPS.




PLAY LEADERS

The Play Leaders have been busy this term meeting with our Sports Coach, Mr Cook and begin to
understand their role as leaders. They have also supported our first ever Sports House
Competition. The Play Leaders played a huge part in the Year 3 house event by collecting scores,
referring the teams, encouraging the children and handing out bonus house points. In the future,
we are hoping to get the leaders out on the playground and support the Reception and KS1

children during lunchtime playtimes.

HOVSE CAPTAINS

At the beginning of term, the House Captains ran an
assembly where they told their housemates all about
themselves. The Christmas House Event, making
paperchains, was a resounding success. The House
Captains had fun measuring the chains to see which
house made the longest one.

This term the House Captains will meet to organise
our Book and Biscuit event and plan the Egg
Decorating Competition which will happen at Easter.

How to report your child's absence

Email: absence@easthunsburyprimary.org

Call: 01604 677971

We cannot authorise holidays
during term time so please do

not book them.

Quiet Area Project Playground - Update

NO IDLING CAR ENGINES
IN THE CAR PARK
PLEASE

Always switch your engines off when in a
parked car. Leaving your engine running
when your vehicle is stationary is
calledidling. This creates air pollution by
increasing the levels of exhaust fumes and
harmful gases in the air. No one, especially
children, should have to breathe in these
fumes.

It’s been a while since we successfully raised £10,000 for
our Quiet Area project and we want to say a huge thank you
to all of you for your incredible support!

We cannot forget the amazing efforts of our current Year 6
Change Makers, the now Year 7 Change Makers and
individual parents who worked so hard to make this
possible.

We’re aiming for the work to take place this academic year.
The delay has been due to finalising designs that fit the
allocated space on the playground but we’re excited to
share that things are moving forward.

We’ll keep you updated as progress continues and we’re
very much looking forward to seeing this shaded quiet area
come to life for the children to enjoy.

ALSA %
by

QUIET AREA



mailto:absence@easthunsburyprimary.org

EHPS HOUSE POINTS TOTALISER

Whittlewood Harlestone Everdon

This week 369 460 334
Grandtotal ICRZAN BERiER PAR)

Lip Balm & Hand Cream

It has come to our attention that an increasing amount of children
are bringing lip balms/lip glosses and hand cream into school.
Sometimes the children are sharing these or they are becoming a

distraction in class. o ;
and

Please note that cosmetics are not allowed in school at any time

but if your child is experiencing very sore or dry lips/hands then CreAm
they may bring in a plain lip balm/hand cream (clearly marked with .

\ - your child’s name) which must be handed into the teacher to look

© after. It can then be applied at break times. If your child needs

stronger medication for a cold sore etc then you will need to hand

this to the school office and fill out the appropriate forms.

Thank you for your support.

Winlle in Wectnesolny ofiles

21.01.26 Walk in Wednesday 3 - Reading 08:30-9:00 Classroom
11.03.26 Walk in Wednesday 4 - Easter Crafts 08:30-9:00 Classroom
29.04.26 Walk in Wednesday 5 - Reading 08:30-9:00 Classroom
24.06.26 Walk in Wednesday 6 - Science 08:30-9:00 Classroom




CAN YOU HELP?

WE NEED ITEMS FOR OUR OPAL PROJECT TO
IMPROVE PLAYTIMES

These items include:
e Wellies/Waterproof Clothing
e cable drums
e wooden pallets
e sturdy plastic crates, bins or boxes (any size)
e planks of wood (ideally without splinters)
e guttering/water pipes
e used tyres (can anyone donate a tractor
tyre?)

Times for dropping off are:
8.30am - 8.45am or
3.30pm - 3.45pm

Please drop any items off in
the courtyard outside year 4

If you have any queries or questions, please contact Julia
Fenton, Assistant Head, at the school.



Attendance News

Whole school average attendance this week was

95.35%

We are aiming to be at every week.

- Weekly Attendance Weekly Attendance

93.57%

96.76%

97.08%

95.93%

Symbolisad 31 ksng s adny

98.92%

93.46%

New Dyslexia Friendly Books
in our library

We have recently bought 12 board and 5
paperback books with symbolised and simplified
dyslexia friendly text. Each book has a QR code
inside for a free audiobook and signing video.
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Wl Qoys

13.03.26 Donations for Chocolate Hampers
20.03.26 Wear odd socks for World Down Syndrome Day No charge
27.03.26 Autism Awareness Day - Wear Bright Colours No charge
UN Cultural Diversity for Dialogue and
21.05.26 Development — wear something/colours which No charge
reflects your culture
16.07.26 Mufti for winning House No charge

(winning House announced on 13" July)

No Dogs (except guide dogs) are
allowed on the school site even if they
are being carried. Please do not tie
them up outside the gate.

Jump in N -
a puddle Grow and
care fer a
plant

Make art from
Paint 2 natura)

B picture and
Y putitu

material§
°h 3 Waﬁ




E-Safety

& Wellbeing \ Vs

Top Tips
% Set limits on use

EAK SECURITY MARKETING

ROTECTIONS TIROUHELAA. - S E Model digital awareness

ARTIFICIAL YOICES, n I\ . Y oLivTive A

REAL INFLUENCE o o DATA TRAINING

% Research before you buy

Advice for Parents & Educa_tpf‘s l|| ¥ E Balance Al with real play

START WITH A CONVERSATION SET LIMITS ON USE MOl ITAL ANARENESS

4 ~
BALANCE Al WITH REAL PLAY

Click here for more information

ipsioniSupporting Children with

Top Tips

Meet children halfway

Nurture independence

Remain patient

Model genuine feelings

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE ONLINE SAFETY INFORMATION

#weareEastHunsburyPrimarySchool #wearebrilliant


https://www.easthunsburyprimary.org.uk/files/143/E-Safety/3824/AI-Toys.pdf
https://www.easthunsburyprimary.org.uk/parents/online-safety
https://www.easthunsburyprimary.org.uk/files/143/E-Safety/3825/Self-regulation.pdf

TINNUIAD?

Below you will find all of the dates we know so far for the whole of the academic year. We hope
that these will support you in your family forward planning. As we are releasing these dates so far
in advance, they may change but if they do we will colour any additions or amendments in red so
that you can see them and communicate changes in advance. We do hope that you find this
useful.

&,

Date Activity Time

20.01.26 Yr 4 Multiplication Check information meeting 3.40pm - 4.40pm
21.01.26 Walk In Wednesday Maths 8.30am - 9.00am
27.01.26 Choir to Young Voices
30.01.26 Kindness Workshop - 52 Lives Morning
FEBRUARY
03.02.26 School of Life 10 -11.30am
06.02.26 FEHPS Bingo Night 5.30-7.30pm
09.02.26 Year 3 & Purple Class Assembly 2.30-3.30pm
09.02 - 15.02.26 Childrens’ Mental Health Week
10 & 12.02.26 Year 6 Parents’ Evening 3.50pm - 6.30pm
10.02.26 Year 1 Phonics Test Information Meeting 3.30-4.30pm
16.02 - 20.02.26 HALF TERM
23.02.26 School reopens to all pupils




MARCH

03.03.26 Yr 4 Trip All day
4 & 5.03.26 Mainstream Parents’ Evening (not Yr 6) 3.50pm - 6.30pm
04.03.26 The Hive & Nest Parents’ Evening 3.50pm - 6.50pm

04.03-11.03.26

Bookfair

After school

11.03.26

Walk In Wednesday Easter Crafts

8.30am - 9.00am

13.03.26

Mufti Day in exchange for Chocolate

16.03-22.03.26

Neurodiversity Week

19.03.26 iRock Concert 2.45-3.15pm

20.03.26 Odd Socks Day for World Downs Syndrome Day

21.03.26 Easter Cafe 11.00 - 1.00pm

23.03.26 Year 1 Class Assembly 2.30-3.20pm
23 or 24.03.26 Yr 5 Shakespeare Production

24.03.26 Yr 6 & Yellow Faith Tour All day

25.03.26 Reports go out to families

26.03.26 The Hive Show 9.30 - 10.30am

270326 Autism Awareness Day - Wear Bright Colours All Day

(No Charge)

30.03-10.04.26

EASTER HOLIDAY




APRIL

13.04.26 School reopens to all pupils
21.04.26 School of Life 10-11.30
22.04.26 Earth Day All Day
29.04.26 Walk in Wednesday Reading 8.30-9.00am
MAY
11-14.05.26 Yr 6 SATS Mornings
18.05.26 Year 5 and Yellow Class Assembly 2.30pm - 3.30pm
19.05.26 School of Life 10-11.30am
Census Day
21.05.26 All Reception, Yr 1 & Yr 2 Book school lunch via School
Grid
UN Cultural Diversity for Dialogue and Development -
21.05.26 . .
wear something/colours which reflects your culture
25-29.05.26 HALF TERM

01.06.26 School reopens to pupils
01-12.06.26 Yr 4 Multiplication Check

04.06.26 Reception Sports Day 9.30 - 11.00am
08-12.06.26 Yr 1 Phonics Check

10.06.26 SU Sports Morning 9.30 - 11.30am




13.06.26

Northampton Carnival

16 0r17.06.26

Yr 5 NMPAT Festival

18.06.26 Year 6 Sports Day 1.30pm - 3.00pm
19.06.26 Class Photos All Day
22.06.26 Reception & Yr 6 Height & Weight checks Morning
22.06.26 Sports Day Year 1 9.30-11am
22.06.26 Sports Day Year 2 1.30 - 3pm
24.06.26 Walk In Wednesday Science 8.30am - 9.00am
25.06.26 Sports Day Year 3 9.30-11.00am
25.06.26 Sports Day Year 4 1.30 - 3.00pm
26.06.26 Careers Fair TBC

27 06.26 Whole School Summer Fayre (Country dancing & 11,00 - 1.30pm

Maypole by Years 2, 5, Purple & Yellow)

29.06 - 02.07.26

Yr 5 Bikeability




JuLy

29.06-02.07.26

Yr 3 Residential Trip

(2 nights per
class)

02.07.26 Yr 4 & Orange Class Assembly 2.30-3.30pm
03.07.26 Music Gala 5.30pm - 7.30pm
06.07.26 Reception & Blue Class Assembly 2.30-3.30pm
09.07.26 Yr 5 Sports Day 1.30 - 3.00pm
09.07.26 iRock Concert 2.45-3.15pm
14.07.26 Yr 6 Leavers' Performance 6.00pm - 7.30pm
15.07.26 The Hive Yr 6 Leavers’ Assembly 9.30am-10.30am
15.07.26 Yr 6 Leavers' Performance for toddlers to attend 5.00pm - 6.30pm
15.07.26 End of year reports go to families

16.07.26 Mufti for winning House

16.07.26 Year 6 Leavers' Party 7.00pm - 9.00pm
17.07.26 Mainstream Yr 6 Leavers' Assembly 10.00 - 11.00am
17.07.26 END OF TERM




YOUR YOUTH CLUB IS CHANGING!

Every Tuesday

_ T-13 years, 5.30pm-7pm
Flexible drop-in session -
drop in at any time

o and stay for as long

as you like!

are onily avaikable for

e WWWIRILOGTACTIVECD.UK ===

Hemsbury Parish,
]

OR CALL US ON: 03330 439 900 ==

Danes Camp Leisure Centre, Clannell Road, NN4 ORX  *Please note these sessions

gl
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